
Dear Metro Family, 

 

The goings on at Metro joyfully awaken me to the grace, mercy and power of God in Christ.  Through the Spirit 

of the living God, we are a family on His mission together connecting others to His utterly transforming grace. 

Our theme verses for our “Year of Grow” have been Ephesians 4:15-16:   

15
 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ,  
16

 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

I have seen us grow and watched the love of God poured out over and over this year in all of your lives. 

Did you miss the family huddle last Sunday?  Here is a recap of what was shared: 

 We answered the intriguing question “How will we continue to connect others to grace as we go, 

gather, grow and give?” with this fourfold answer: 

o Build a beautiful sanctuary where our community can worship the living God 

o Care for our existing building by repairing the roof 

o Expand Metro North School to reach more families for Christ 

o Plant a church to advance the gospel of free grace 

 We were reminded that we are in the “Discovery” phase of our planning regarding the above 

fourfold vision 

o Our Discovery survey (Thanks for investing time to share your voice!) revealed the following 

five key strengths about our unique church 

 Families:  We reach and serve children and teens through our school and children/student 

ministries.  The surprise was that this was the highest ranking our survey company has 

seen.  Way to go! 

 Involvement:  We love to gather in small groups and participate in ministry.  We feel 

cared for by our leaders.  148 people took the survey displaying ownership and you all 

were not indifferent about our strengths and areas of improvement 

 Howard shared that many members spoke their mind forthrightly about wanting 

better involvement and engagement with worship.  The music/leadership and 

preaching are being evaluated and improvements are planned.  The worship team 

and Session have already convened to address the concerns.  Your voice was 

heard.  More adult discipleship was also requested and the Discipleship team will 

plan to develop more opportunities for deepening your growth.  Thank you for 

your honest input, prayers and patience as we address these important areas. 

 Finances:  We manage our money well and we discuss our financial health transparently 

 Jim reported that giving is improving and asked everyone to contribute to the 

mission and ministries that God has called us to support together 

 We have a number of members and regular attenders that contribute very little or 

not at all.  Jim cautioned us to remember that some of them are experiencing 

financial hardship and prayer is encouraged.  All are encouraged to support their 

church family to the best of their ability as an overflow from the grace of God.   

 Faithful, regular financial giving over the summer was encouraged in order to 

have sufficient funds above and beyond the ministry budget to create conceptual 

designs for a new sanctuary. 



 Our property sale will be confirmed in August (so far everything is going well 

with the funding process) but the approximately $900,000 will not be in the bank 

until December 2017 or January 2018. 

 Outreach:  We contribute to our city and the world and not just to our internal ministries 

 The Mission’s team is doing an amazing job at mobilizing us all to reach others 

with grace.  We support a church plant and multiple global missionaries. 

 We are poised for a church plant in the next few years because of our desire to go 

to the lost with the gospel of grace 

 Vision:  We know what we are all about as a church:  “Connecting others to the 

transforming grace of God” 

 This was a second surprise:  The survey company has only seen one other church 

verbalize their vision as well as we did.  Way to go! 

 Our recent Discovery Summit (a cross section of our congregation made up of long-time members, new 

members, different ages, men/women, young/older adult, etc.) met 

o A unity of vision regarding what the church might look like both inside and out was discovered 

o Three exercises helped the group inform our architect about our values and unique ministry 

desires 

o Contact Barbara or Philip with any questions regarding the building plans and progress. 

 Barbara Walsh was given a gift from all of us for her excellent service as the Executive Director of our 

church and school 

 With a mixture of sadness and joy Patrick and Megan informed us that Patrick will be leaving us on 

August 13
th

, 2017 in order to pursue a Masters in Exegetical Studies degree at Wheaton Illinois. 

o He and Megan thanked the church family for allowing them to serve and Howard asked that 

everyone pray for them and say goodbye over the next few months with love and grace. 

 

As we all head in many directions this summer, please pray for God’s guidance as we follow the unfolding plan 

for our church family with joy and anticipation.  Contact any of your leaders if you have questions.  Your 

elders, deacons and pastors are available, accessible and here to support you in your growth in grace. 

 

Warmly and in Christ, 

Pastor Howard 

  


