
Dear Metro Family, 

 

As I consider the grace and promises of God, my outlook for our church family’s future could not be brighter.  

Because of God’s overflowing goodness, I feel as though we are like children on Christmas Eve awaiting the 

crescendo of excitement that arrives on Christmas morning. 

 

If you missed our congregational meeting--here is a summary of what we celebrated, our 2018 ministry/mission 

budget and a vision for our immediate future. 

 

Did you know that we are a community made up of… 

 242 adult members 

 24 adult youth members (6th-12th grades) 

 52 children  

 318 Total 

 

Officer Election: 4 deacons were elected (Josh Aban, Bryan Hook, Tim Berlin and Lee Inocente) and one elder 

(Brian Kath). 

 

We are a church family on the “Go” as we make disciples… 

 In the last two years we have seen 20 new disciples profess faith in Christ 

 In the last two years 71 new members have joined 

 19 newcomers are currently in the process of joining  

 5 Adult baptisms 

 12 covenant child baptisms 

 3 missions trips with 42 participants 

 Metro North School has 128 children and over 200 parents 

 Our facility was used 132 times by outside groups 

 Metro Kids Club on Sunday night has 42 children and 19 volunteers 

 

We are a church family that is committed to “Gathering” together… 

 Attendance for worship is up by 10 percent since we went to two services 

 Metro Kids (Sunday A.M.) has 50 children and 16 volunteers 

 49 percent of our members are engaged in 10 FOCUS groups 

 We hired a design builder (Pat Kase of Aspen) 

 

We are a church family committed to “Grow” together… 

 15 emerging leaders are in training 

 Our first ever Lenten reader showcased the devotional writings of over 20 of our members 

 Hired Amanda Gonzalez as our Administrator of Media and Assimilation 

 New Encore ministry for middle/older adults began 

 

We are a church family committed to “Give”… 

 64 percent of our membership serves in a ministry 

 Metro North Church and School collected 1,800 pounds of food/hygiene items to Helping Hands 

 Tracey McSwain joined the staff as our Ministry Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God is cultivating an outpouring of generosity from our hearts as evidenced by our collective giving: 

 As of November 26th our Mission and Ministry Budget Goal:  $314,880 

 As of November 26th  Mission and Ministry actual giving:  $317,102 

 (Over and above budget) $25,000 given towards a special Stewardship Offering 

 $1,000,000 sale of a portion of our land (Pray for the December 15th Closing date to become 

final)  

 

Our 2018 Mission and Ministry Budget $353,466 

 

Detailed Breakdown of Budget 

 

Facilities Admin./Upkeep  $57,350 16.2 % 

Salaries-Taxes-Insurance  $239,119 67.7%* 

Internal Ministries   $16,957 4.8% 

External Mission   $40,040 11.3%+ 

 

 

*This supports two full-time pastors and eight staff 

+This supports six missionaries, one RUF Pastor and one church planter and seed money for a future church 

planter 

 

The Deacons challenged us all to overflow with generosity during the month of December.  They specifically 

asked for people to participate in Metro’s first “Giving Tuesday” by means of regular, recurrent giving so that 

the ministry and mission of our church can advance.  A special E-letter was sent out on Tuesday, December 12th 

with more information.  I’m hoping five new people will partner with Metro. 

 

Looking ahead with anticipation: 

 

During worship in the New Year we will focus on God’s word to transform our hearts as we re-envision our 

4G mission. 

 

Pray for our Worship Director search (9 applicants have been interviewed) 

 Pray for our Personnel Committee involved in this (Chairman-Pastor John) 

 Pray for Justin Parish, our interim Worship Director 

 

In January we will welcome Tyler McSwain on staff as our new Assistant Director of Student Ministry and 

begin supporting Scott and Cindy Hunter as our new missionaries to Spain. 

 

And in 2018 stay tuned and get ready to Transform! 

 

With growing expectations, 

Pastor Howard 

 


