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INTRODUCTION 
 
  
 
1. God gathers His people through ____________________.  

Ruth 1:1-5 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the 
land, and a man of Bethlehemin Judah went to sojourn in the country of 
Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was 
Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons 
were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in 
Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there.  3 But 
Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two 
sons.  4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the 
name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5 and both Mah-
lon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons 
and her husband. 
 
 
 
2. GOD gathers His people by using their _______________. 
 
Ruth 1:6-8  Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD 
had visited his people and given them food. So she set out from the place 
where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to 
return to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, 
"Go, return each of you to her mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly 
with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 
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WLC 3.1  God’s Eternal Decrees -  “(1) From all eternity and by the 
completely wise and holy purpose of His own will, (2) God has 
freely and unchangeably ordained (3) whatever happens. This or-
dainment does not mean, however, that (4) God is the author of sin 
(He is not), that (5) He represses the will of His created beings, or 
that He takes away the freedom or contingency of secondary causes. 
(6) Rather, the will of created beings and the freedom and contin-
gency of secondary causes are established by Him.” 
 
1. God’s plan or purpose is eternal and all wise- it began in eternity 

past and has not waivered. 
2. God controls everything that happens. 
3. Nothing is too large or too small to be excluded from this plan. 
4. This plan does not make God the author of sin. 
5. God does not force men to do what they do not want to do. 
6. This plan does not destroy man’s freedom or limit cause and ef-

fect relationships, in fact His plan is rather the very basis by 
which they exist. 

 

 

 

3. God gathers His people using their __________________. 

 

Ruth 1:9,14  The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in the 
house of her husband!" Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their 
voices and wept. ... 14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. 
And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 
  
 

  
Where do we see Jesus in this? 
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